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was  even  being  used  to  supplement  industrial
incomes, employers and employed conniving to
milk the fund. There had been deputations from the
pits  to  suggest  to  the  management  a regular
arrangement of three-day-a-week employment, by
which the men would qualify permanently for
unemployment  insurance.    Here  and  there dis-
quieting symptoms of a new Speenhamland system
disclosed themselves, but it was not easy to see how,
acting alone, any one Party could arrest them.
Sitting in the car on the way to golf at Spey Bay
that August, Mr. MacDonald would smoke his cigar
and read the morning paper and frown. Trouble in
Lancashire, trouble in India, trouble in Palestine,
trouble it almost seems everywhere. The car rattles
on and Mr. MacDonald puffs his cigar and frowns
attentively, with an occasional searching comment.
In front, beside the driver, the impassive back of the
official detective, beneath us the roads over which
the Prime Minister once roamed as a penniless boy.
Occasionally that summer, if only for a brief while,
he had seemed dejected*   With his private grief
fresh upon him now, would he be able to deliver the
heartening, the combative speech which the situa-
tion so obviously demanded? There need have been
no misgivings* Not many men of action possess the
sensitive temperament of an aesthete; but it is the
peculiar strength of such as do, that, though their
spirits may sink to darker moments than those of
the more equable and thick-skinned, when the call
comes they can rise to dominating heights. We sat
for this occasion in the gallery at the back of the
hall.   The whole spectacle was spread before us-